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The Northeast Minneapolis Arts 
Association (NEMAA) works 
to create a vibrant, diverse 
and economically healthy 
community through the arts. 
One way they accomplish this 
is through sponsoring Art-A-
Whirl, the largest annual open 
artist studio tour in the country. 
The 19th annual Art-A-Whirl is 
scheduled for May 16-18, 2014 
in the Northeast Arts District and 
surrounding areas.

Featured 2014 Art- A-Whirl artists 
and business partners physically 
located in the St. Anthony West 
Neighborhood include R.P. 
Kittsteiner Art Gallery (809 
University), St. John’s Lutheran 

ART-A-WHIRL 
RETURNS FOR 
19TH ANNUAL 
TOUR

by Suzanne Begin

Church (610 Broadway), Element 
Pizza (96 Broadway) and Elsie’s 
(729 Marshall). Don’t miss the 
opportunity to connect with 
the artists and experience the 
creativity that resides within our 
neighborhood.

This event is family friendly, free, 
and open to the public. For more 
information please visit 
http://nemaa.org/art-a-whirl.

STAWNO.ORG

APRIL WAS AUTISM 
AWARENESS 
MONTH

by Tony Farah

Autism is a developmental 
disorder and can be prevalent in 
many families.  I have lived in NE 
Minneapolis for the last 25 years 
and am married with two young 
boys.  Farah, our eldest son now 
eight years old, was born without 
any autism indicators.  At age two 
he began to regress and become 
non-verbal for about four years.  
He was diagnosed with autism at 
age three.  With multiple treatment 
approaches, such as one to one 
behavioral therapy, special diets, 
special biomedical intervention, 
and specific social activities, 
Farah is able to speak several 
words and continues to show 
improvement.  Last year was an 

(continued on next page)
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SPRING CLEANING 
TIME

by Alisa Mulhair

important milestone for the autism 
community in the legislature.  
Since behavioral therapy was not 
accessible to all kids on the autism 
spectrum, a mandate was passed 
for all insurance companies to 
provide coverage.

This achievement was part of a 
bigger road map to ensure autism 
continues to receive the attention 
it deserves. Autism Minnesota is 
an organization that can ensure 
more families get help, support 
and resources.

To learn more and help us reach 
others in the autism community, 
please visit 
www.autismminnesota.org.

(continued from page 1)

It’s that time of year again – Spring 
Cleaning!  Time to open those 
windows, let the fresh air in, and 
purge the things you no longer 
want or need.

As you think about how best to 
organize and wonder what options 
you have, know there are so many 
great resources for you to utilize.

Dispose	–	Do	It	Right!
www.minneapolismn.gov/solid-
waste is a great place to start.   
It provides a ton of information 
about recycling, hazardous waste 
collection locations and events, 

discarding of extra garbage, and 
so much more.  One highlight 
is that as part of your regular 
garbage service, you can have 
two additional garbage bags/
boxes up to 40 lbs each as well 
as two oversized items without 
any additional charge.  

Donate	–	Reduce	Waste	and	
Help	Others!

Salvation Army, Goodwill, and 
Arc’s Value Village are all great 
places that you can donate gently 
used, saleable items.  Salvation 
Army also offers free pickup; call 
612-332-5855 to schedule a time.  

Sell	–	Make	some	$	and	free	
up	space	for	new	purchases!

Consignment and local second 
hand stores such as Plato’s 
Closet, Once Upon a Child, Play 
it Again Sports, and Turn Style 
are all great ways to make a bit 
of money on your unwanted, but 
good condition goods.  Utilize the 
power of the internet and market 
your goods on eBay or craigslist.  
Or, think about combining efforts 
with some neighbors and having 
a garage sale.  Just promise 

yourself that what doesn’t sell gets 
donated.

G e t  s p r i n g 
cleaning and make 
your home and 
our neighborhood 
a better place to 
enjoy!

JOIN A 
COMMITTEE!
Meeting great people and making 
a difference in your neighborhood 
is as easy as joining a committee!

•	 Crime,	Safety	and	Livability	
Committee

•	 Fundraising	Committee
•	 Land	 Use	 and	 Planning	
Committee

•	 Outreach	Committee
•	 Riverfront	Parks	Committee

Use the QR code 
or the link below to 
learn more:

tinyurl.com/kxld5zl

VIEW OF DOWNTOWN FROM BOOM ISLAND

tinyurl.com/ldvydf4
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Recently, we heard from residents in the Sheridan 
neighborhood regarding a local McDonald’s 
(located at 1100 and 1118 University Ave. NE) 
about concerns of lighting, crime, noise, trash 
and “look” of the property.

Through a collaborative effort with McDonald’s 
and the Sheridan neighborhood, a memorandum 
of understanding was achieved whereby 
McDonald’s will contribute over $1 

million to property improvements and, in the process, 
become a better neighbor in the Northeast Arts District.

Going forward, McDonald’s will be making the following 
improvements:

•	 Make the southernmost section of fencing available to 
the neighborhood association to work with local artists 
in developing a potential mural or other neighborhood 
art.

•	 Upgrade customer order display system with newest 
digital sound system and automatic volume control.

•	 Deficient	portions	of	the	existing	fence	line	will	be	repaired	and	
upgraded, and landscaping will be added along base of fence.

•	 An additional walkway segment will be added from the east corner 
of the building.

•	 Signs will be posted at the drive-thru to advise customers of 
Minneapolis noise ordinances.

•	 Removal of all existing site lighting and construction of new LED 
system.

•	 Utilize the 911 system to report suspicious or 
non-compliant activity, noting license plate 
numbers where appropriate.

This is a big win for the community, and is precisely 
the kind of collaboration we need between residents 
and businesses.

WORKING TOGETHER, FAST FOOD AND 
NEIGHBORHOODS GET BIG WIN

by Jacob Frey, Minneapolis City Council Member The St.  Anthony West 
Neighborhood Organization 
has planned a full schedule of 
activities for this summer. In June 
we will co-host an ice cream social 
with Catholic Eldercare. Please 
join us on June 12th from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. at Catholic Eldercare on 
the corner of Main Street and 8th 
Avenue for Ice Cream and meet 
the Minneapolis Police Horse 
Patrol.
On Thursday, June 26, save the 

date for a puppet 
show at Dickman 
Park at 7 p.m. 
– bring your 
children to see 
Molly and the 
Magic Boot. On 
Tuesday, July 
1st in Dickman 
Park we will host 
a live country 
music night at 7 

p.m., with our community picnic 
on July 17th. Puppets return 
on Tuesday, July 22nd with the 
Amazing Cow Boat.

Our Community Walk and Learn 
program returns on Tuesday, 
June 3rd. We will meet at the 
patio of the Notheast Yacht Club 
at 6:30 p.m. for an Emerald Ash 
Borer walk with two Park Board 
foresters. Keep your eyes on our 
website (stawno.org) for more 
details of our community outreach 
programs.

SUMMER OF FUN!

CITY HALL

by Michael Rainville

For more information about the Summer 
of Fun, please visit the webpage below:

stawno.org/summer-of-fun

Since this business is right across the border from our neighborhood at a key gateway 
intersection, St. Anthony West residents may be interested to know the following from 
the Ward Three City Council Member.

	Ward	3	-	City	of	Minneapolis:		http://tinyurl.com/mnzmyjp



PAGE 4

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSTHE RIVER BEACON NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSTHE RIVER BEACON

SUMMER 2014: 
MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS!
St. Anthony West has a host 
of events for you this summer. 
Music, a movie, and not one, but 
two puppet shows for the kids! 

Here’s the schedule:

•	 June	 12	 (Thursday): Ice 
Cream Social at Catholic 
Eldercare 4:30-6:30 p.m.

•	 June	26	(Thursday): Puppet 
Show at Dickman Park 7 p.m.

•	 July	 1	 (Tuesday): Live 
Country music at Dickman 
Park 7 p.m.

•	 July	 17	 (Thursday): 
Community picnic at Dickman 
Park.

•	 July	 22	 (Tuesday): Puppet 
show at Dickman Park 7 p.m.

•	 Aug	 13	 (Thursday): Live 
music at Dickman Park 7 p.m.

•	 Aug	20	(Wednesday): Movie 
Charlotte’s Web at Dickman 
Park at dusk.

Read more about it on page three 
of this issue. STAWNO.ORG

Use the following phone numbers and 
email	addresses	to	find	more	information	
on the services you’re looking for. If you 
have a question or need assistance with 
contact information, please contact us.

•	 Community	 Crime	 Prevention	
Specialist,	 2nd	 Precinct	 – Nick 
Juarez: 612-673-2797

•	 City	 of	 Minneapolis	 Information	
Number:	311

•	 Third	Ward	Council	Member	Jacob	
Frey:	 612-673-2203 email: jacob.
frey@minneapolismn.gov

•	 St.	Anthony	West	 Neighborhood	
Organization	(STAWNO): 612-378-
8886 email: neighbors@stawno.org

•	 Pierre	 Bott ineau	 Library:						
612-543-6850

•	 Northeast	 Senior	 Services:  
612-781-5096

•	 Literacy	Council:	612-789-9024
•	 Block	Club	Training	 Information:	

612-673-2797

RESOURCES
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SAINT ANTHONY WEST 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION
909 MAIN ST. NE, LOWER LEVEL
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55413

by Phil Cross

Emerald Ash Borer updates at stawno.org/EAB
WORRIED ABOUT YOUR TREES?


